


The Best Home for Your Home Loan
With a wide selection of loan programs, competitive rates and flexible terms, Securityplus FCU
can be your single source for all financial services, including home loans. Why apply for a home
loan with Securityplus FCU?

• You know us. Because you’re a member, you know who we are and you’re familiar with our 
products, services and staff. If there’s ever a problem, you can come in and discuss it in person. 

• We know you. Because we already have a relationship, much of the information we need from you is 
already on file. And while we may need some additional information as we assist you with a home loan 
application, you’re not starting from scratch like you would with a lender you’ve never worked with before. 

• Rates. Because there are hundreds of different mortgage programs out there, it’s impossible to 
really compare rates on home loans unless you know exactly what you’re looking for. Whether 
you’re buying your first home, an investment property or a second home, you’ll receive 
information about rates for the program that’s right for you. And you can rest assured that we’re 
not “making up” rates in order to pocket more profits.
You are, after all, an owner here, so any profits
your loan generates are really yours.

• We’re yours! You can make us your first and last
call for home financing, knowing you can 
safely avoid the hassle of finding a lender 
while being sure you’re getting the best 
service at the same time.

If you would like more details or have any
questions, contact our Mortgage Loan
Counselor, Toby Green, at 410-526-2692 or
toby.green@securityplusfcu.org.

Credit Union Foundation of MD&DC
Scholarship Contest
Securityplus FCU would like to congratulate Jessica
Tabacca on winning a $1,000 scholarship from the Credit
Union Foundation of MD& DC that will be applied to her
college of choice – the University of Virginia. 

We would also like to congratulate Diana Owens for
being a “Top 20” finalist. In recognition of her
accomplishment, the Credit Union presented Diana
with a check for $250 that will be used toward
expenses this fall as she attends the University of
Maryland University College.

Participants in this year’s scholarship contest had to
describe the changes and improvements in credit
union services they foresaw unfolding over the next 12
years.  This year ten Securityplus FCU members
participated in the scholarship contest.

We wish all participants continued success in their
academic and professional goals, and encourage them
to take part in next year’s contest.

Pictured: Jessica Tabacca, Member;
Barbara G. Cuffie, Chairperson of the
Board; Timothy H. Carney, CEO

Pictured: Timothy H. Carney, CEO;
Diana Owens, Member

Perfect Your Credit Score
When it comes to maintaining a good credit score, your own best resource is…YOU!

Here are 12 tips to help you perfect your credit score: 

1. Pay your bills on time – this is the best way to improve your score, and it’s never too late to 
start; even if you’ve had serious delinquencies in the past, they will count less over time if you
keep paying your bills on time

2. Keep credit card balances low – don’t use more than 35% of your limit on any one card; 
high outstanding debt can lower your score

3. Check your credit report for accuracy – it’s possible that there may be inaccurate 
information on your credit report that can be easily corrected; contact one of the three major 
credit reporting agencies, TransUnion, Experian or Equifax, to inquire about your credit 
without it affecting your score

4. Pay off debt rather than move it around – consolidating your credit card debt onto one 
card, or spreading it over multiple cards, will not improve your score; the most effective way 
to improve your score is to pay down the amount you owe starting with the cards with the 
highest interest rates or balances

5. Don’t open new credit card accounts you don’t need – this approach could backfire 
because a lot of available credit lowers your score and increases your credit risk 

6. Don’t close an account to remove it from your record – even closed accounts remain on 
your report, possibly for an indefinite period of time and could still be factored into your 
score; closing accounts can sometimes hurt your score unless you also pay down your debt at
the same time

7. Keep your credit cards, but manage them responsibly – having credit cards and 
installment loans that you pay on time will raise your score; someone who has no credit 
cards tends to have a lower score than someone who has managed cards responsibly

8. Know your FICO score – FICO scores range from 300 to 850; scores of 720 or above are 
considered top tier, and allow the best credit options, scores of 620 or below fall into a higher 
risk category

9. Don’t open multiple accounts too quickly, especially if you have a short credit history –
opening too many accounts in too short of a time period can look risky because you’re taking
on a lot of possible debt; new accounts will also lower the average age of your existing 
accounts, something that your FICO score also considers

10. Shop for a loan within a short, focused period of time – FICO scores distinguish between
a search for a single loan and a search for many new credit lines, based on the length of time 
recent requests for credit occur; shop for a number of loans over
too long a time period, and it can count against you

11. Work with your creditors – a telephone call to explain why 
your payment will be late may prevent a delinquency from 
being reported

12. See a legitimate credit counselor if you’re having 
financial difficulties – this won’t improve your 
score immediately, but the sooner you begin 
managing your credit and making timely 
payments, the sooner your score will improve

There are no quick fixes to getting a good credit
score, but you can raise your score over time by
demonstrating consistent and responsible credit use.

With a higher credit score you can qualify for
better interest rates, higher credit limits and
more types of credit than with a low
score, so be sure to manage your
credit responsibly.
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Celebrating 70
Years of Service

This year Securityplus Federal Credit Union
celebrates 70 years of service. Originally founded
in May 1938 as the SSA Baltimore Federal Credit
Union to serve the financial needs of employees
of the Social Security Administration, in the late
1970s, the Health Care Financing Administration
was formed within SSA and provided the Credit
Union with the opportunity to service another
agency of the federal government. 

In 1991, the Credit Union completed its first
merger by combining with the Greater
Baltimore Merchants Employees Credit Union
(GBMECU)*. This merger provided
Securityplus FCU with our first service
location outside of a government building and
was a stepping-stone in our goal to open a full-
service branch outside a government agency. 

In May 1994, that goal became a reality with
the opening of the Dogwood Station Branch.
We were now able to serve select employee
groups, family members and retiree members
with the same level of convenience that
government employed members enjoyed. 

Since that time, we have opened another facility
on Reisterstown Road in Reisterstown and a
number of service offices in the underserved
area of Baltimore City. And in January 2007, our
underserved area charter was expanded to
include the entire City of Baltimore.

Securityplus FCU has grown considerably over
the years with over 36,000 members and $270
million in assets. We have added many select
employee groups to our field of membership,
expanded our range of products and services,
and added a number of automated account
access systems. 

This year we celebrate 70 years of service and
look forward to helping members of the
community Spend Life Wisely today, tomorrow
and well into the future. 

*Hochschild-Kohn Department Store was granted the first
credit union charter in the state of Maryland and the
Hochschild-Kohn Credit Union eventually became the Greater
Baltimore Merchants Employees Credit Union.
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Prime Time for Auto Buying

We want to match your lifestyle with our auto loans…

Securityplus FCU offers: 

• Competitive rates starting at 5.24% APR*
• Pre-Approved New or Used Loans for qualified members
• Financing – up to 100% of the purchase price
• Flexible Payment Plans
• Automatic Transfer with an additional 0.25% rate discount

We are happy to help you determine how much vehicle you
can afford and which type of loan best meets your needs. It
takes only minutes to pre-approve your loan! **

And even if you’ve recently financed a new auto
elsewhere, you may be able to refinance it with the Credit Union at a lower rate.

Visit our website, www.securityplusfcu.org, contact the Call Center at 410-965-8908 or
1-866-4SECPLUS, or visit your nearest branch for more information.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates as low as 5.24% APR for 60 months. Rate effective 7/1/08 and is subject to change.
Rate shown reflects a 0.25% discount for automatic repayment. Rates are based on each applicant’s credit history.
**For qualified applicants.

Get a Hybrid for a Great Rate
Finance a new Hybrid Vehicle through the Credit Union, and

receive 0.50% off your rate. 

e-Banking with Securityplus FCU allows you free,
secure access to you funds, anytime, anywhere.

With e-Banking you can:

• Check the status and history of your 
Securityplus FCU accounts

• Transfer funds between accounts and 
make loan payments

• Request withdrawals
• Obtain stock quotes
• Access your Securityplus FCU VISA® 

account; view your account balance, 
transaction history and make payments

• Sign up for free e-Statements and receive your 
current and past account statements online

• Download account information into 
personal finance management software 
such as Quicken and Microsoft Money

Also included with e-Banking is a secure bill
payment system that allows you to pay your
bills online for a nominal fee. 

On June 5th we launched a new Bill Payment
and Presentment product.

Bill Payment and Presentment offers you the
ability to pay all our bills from one simple-
to-use site, and also provides you with the
24/7 access and convenience of receiving,
viewing and managing your bills at the
same secure online location. With Bill
Payment and Presentment, you can:

• Set-up email alerts for bill arrivals, due 
dates and upcoming payments

• Schedule automatic recurring payment 
rules for each payee

• Run payment reports and create custom reports

If you’re not already signed up for online Bill
Pay, visit our website, www.securityplusfcu.org,
log on to e-Banking using your member
number and e-Banking Agreement PIN, and
choose the “Bill Payment” tab. You can also take
a test drive by clicking on the “Online Bill Pay
and Presentment” icon on our website.

Online e-Banking allows you to access your
accounts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from
wherever you are. And remember, e-Banking
and online Bill Pay is always free to our
Power Checking account members.

Going Green –
Just a Click Away

It’s Still Prime Time for Auto Buying
Securityplus FCU is always trying to provide the best in services and benefits to our members.

That is why we offer the FREE services of the Motor Vehicle Certification Program.
MVCP offers consumer protection that will help you save money and time when
you’re in the market for a new or used auto.

Contact MVCP at 1-800-345-6827 to speak
directly with a Consumer Advisor who

will help you through the entire car
buying process. You will be directed

to a participating MVCP dealer
where the price on all vehicles
has been pre-negotiated. 

After visiting the dealer, your
Consumer Advisor will double-

check the entire transaction to
ensure that you are getting a fair

and correct price and correct any
discrepancies with the dealer.

Start Your Engines with an Auto
Loan from Securityplus FCU


